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The PREFACE. 


REA CHE RS are ordinarily held to be Pragmatical, and 
buſy in State Affairs abundantly above what comes to their 
ſhare, conſidering, that their Profeſſion Leads them to im. 
ploy themſelves about matters of a higher nature : Nor ts 
this imputation Laid upon Predicants of one Order only, bin 

tis taken for ſo General a Rule, that though out of it there muſt needs 

be allow'd ſome Perſonal, it will ſcarce be granted there are any 

Party exceptions 1 for in this reſpect, the Poets Aſſertion is recetu d 


for indiſputable 
That Prieſts of all Religionare the ſame, 

The truth of this Vulgar opinion 1 ſhall not here Concern my ſelf 
about; it ſhall ſuffice me to affirm what I can do with the greateff 
juſtice, that ſince I have beencalPd to the Sacred Office of Preaching, 
habe to my utmoſt avoided the Juſt Cenſure of this Crime, by concern. 
ing my ſel as Little as polſible, with Matters or Miniſters of State; 
Inſomuch that it hath been an Imputation, deſen d for a ſcandal 
2gainlt me by Party men, though by me efteem'd as a Glory, that | an 
thoſe I am Engag'd with in the Service of God, chooſe rather to Sit 
Still, than te intereſt our ſelves, that is, be buſy Bodys in the noiſy 
Elelliont, or Hurly-burly clamourings about theſe, or thoſe, whom the 
divided inclinations of People Cry up or down, according as they ſtand 
affeted to them: For many Years after that I was Engag'd in this Holy 
Service, I contented my ſelf chiefly with praying for thoſe in Aut ho- 
rity, which I hold my ſelf in Conſc tence bound unto , I Preacht Little, 
and Printed nothing relating to the State; Until at laſt (as Cræſus 
his dumb Son, upon an Extraordinary occaſion, is ſaid of a ſudden to 
break out into a fervent Speech, ſo) I was conſtrain d by ſome moſt in- 
viting Providences, to Publiſh, firft from tbe Pulpit, and then from 
the Preſs, what I conceiv'd to be Matter of Gratefutl acknowledge- 
ment unto God from us in theſe Nations, 

But alas! ſuch is the Envy of ſome unto all the performances of 
others, that this my well-meant Sotemnization of Mercy, was made an 
Occaſion for Excitation of the Malice againſt me of ſuch who hate 
him that ſpeaks plainly, eſpecially if he touch their Diana's, though 
what he ſaith be never ſo much iruth. | 

A 2 However 


| 


f. | 


— — —— — 
— 

= * 1 F bu Y 
* "" A 


os 9 
1 « * . 


* 


11 | The Preface, 


However this Ill treatment of me for my love, diſcoura d me not 
from taking the Next 5 which providence offer d, of diſcover. 
ing my Gratulation with the Publick. for the prodigious Conqueſts the 
Arms of this Nation were bleſi with, under the conduct of an 
ENGLISH General. 

And now Ecce iterum Fgo !] this third time, on a like proſperous 
Occaſion, do I adventure to appear in Publick, that I (who heretofore 
have been the moſt Silent) may now under the Reign of an ENGLISH 
Queen, ſhew bow pleas'd I am, and how thankful we ſhould all be, for 


the ſucceſs God hath given unto an ENGLISH General ! A General, 


by whom God hath done ſuch Great things, as never were accompliſht 
by ſome who were higheſt in the Eſteem of Many ! A General who ſeems 
to be The man of this Age whom God delights to honour, by Cauſing both 
Policy and Proweſs | the very Spirit of Har] to reft upon him. 
There is no ons that knows me, can ſuſpett me guilty of Flattery in 
what 9 that zs a Vice to which I habe ſo Native and an Inveterate 
Averſion, that tho I have been and am Injur d 10 a great Degree by 
Many, I have not made my Court by Flattery to any, leaſt of all to 
7he Queen, or ſo the Captain of the Hoſt, but committing my Righteous 
Cauſe unto GOD the Judge of all, I have pleas'dmy ſelf that 
I dwellamong my own people whom I /ove, and by whom I am ſo 
belov'd, that I have no want, I bleſs my Good God; Vet rho? I cannot 


Flatter, I cannot Forbear caſting an Eye upon him, whom God by his 


providence bath ſo much Exalted above the Generals of this day; an 
Endow'd with propertys that not only call for reſpect, but even Con- 
ſtrain ſuch as otherwiſe would be ſilent, to ſing thut Plaudite unto 
him, Whoever bas ſlain his Thouſands This DUKE bath flain his Ten 
Thouſands ; and more no doubt ſo Great a Genius it fitted to perform, 
F the ſins and baſeneſs of ſome for whim he is engag'd are not made 


; barriers unto his Succeſs, which hitherto has been ſuch as Excites even 
. thoſe of mean Abilitys to attempt his praiſe, as Mr Waller finely ſoys 


Such Perſons and Performances have a tendency to do 


Iluſtrious As high Raptures do Infuſe, 
— And Evry Conqueror creates a Mulce. 


As to the Enſuing Diſcourſe, I Exped it to be Cenſurd, as every 


thing from me is, by ſome ſort of People, who yet would be thou ght 


Charitable, Bat this Subject 7s /ike io be the more Spoken againſt, 
becauſe it will be ſo Little underſtood ; as how ſhould it, by thoſe who 
Jpend ſo many more hours in reading of impertinent NewsPapers than in 
5 ſearching 
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ſearching into Gods Holy word, with which whoever is unacquainted, 


he can by no means underſiand the Doctrine here delivered : 4 
Doctrine founded only on Revelation, and therefore not to be Anown 
but bythe teaching of the Spirit, out of the Sacred Volume of Gods Holy 
Word, in 4 way of running to and fro tyerein, or Diligentiy Com par- 
ing Scripture wi: Scripture. 

I am ſo much, both afſur'd of the Truth, and per ſecliy acquainted with 
the Tenor of the things bere delivered, that whoever jhall pleaſe to 
call them Cant, or Nonſence, may be ſatisfy'd for me they may uſe 
their Liberty, only Let them remember that they muſt not only anſwer 
for every Idle word, but for every hard word 405 that is ſpoken a; ainft 
Chriſt, bis Servants, or bis Iruths, all which I am Poſitiue, are deſſęn- 
edly Exalted in this Tratt, in which all Fantaſtical or Enthuſiaſtical 
Extreams are avoided, and only ſuch matters are aſſerted, as are dedu- 
ceable from, and reconcilable to the whole Tenor of Scripture. 

ter I bad ftudy'd this Subject (which will ſeem uncouth only to 
thoſe to whom it is unknown,that 7s, to People unacquainted with the An- 
alogy of Faith, I ſay, after I had fludy'd it I was pleas'd to meet with 
a paſſage of Dr. Owen's, which bearing me out in diſcourſing a matter 
ſo Singular, I cannot ferbear tranſcribing it; | 

Every Age (ſaith be) bath its peculiar work, bath its peculiar 
Light; New what is the Light which God manifeſtly gives in, in our 
* days? ſurely not new Dottrines (as ſome pretend) 

* ;ndeed old Errors, and Long ſince exploded Fan- Let Neone- 
® ys, * Plainly the peculiar Light of this Generati- mians and An- 
* on, is the opening, unraveling, and revealing the 2 ns con- 
* Antichriſtian Intereſt, interwoven, an Coupl d tage- er this. 

* ther inCtvil and Spiritual things, into a State oppoſite to the Kingdom 
« of the Lord Feſus, — is the Great Diſcovery of theſe days. The 
Work which the Lord is 4 doing, relates to the untwining of this 
* cloſe combination againft himſelf, and the Kingdom of bis Dear 
« Son, and He will not leave until be have done it. 

This paſſage is of Age to ſpeak for it ſelf, and therefore I. ſhall 
make no Comments on it, only it is to be obſerv'd, how fully it 
Juſtiſys my ingaging in this preſent Subject, which not having 
time to go through with, I was conſtrain d abruptly 10 break FA 3 
however , what remains of it, ſhall, if God pleaſe, be Emitted in 
another Diſcourſe, wherein ſuch matters will be treated of,as will tend 
not only to the Illuſtrat ion of the Text, but unto Common 2 

. an 


— 


= ꝓ— — — — — —— x — 
. pe m f 2 4 : 1 
. k » 39 5 IF" , r 


The Preface. 


and Edification , Eſpecially about the Glorious Kingdom of our Lori 


and Saviour Fefus Chriſt, ſhortly to be be reveal'd ; the Doctrine of 
which, however it be Exploded by any in this Age, is yet undoubtedly 
true and deſirable, and was rhe faith of moſt of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
nor bave there been wanting in theſe latter Times, men of greater 
worth who have maintain'd it, than are among thoſe tho Gainſay it. 

Of all that take upon them to cenſure this Diſcourſe, or its Author, 
I ſhall exper the moſt bitter Cavils and malignancy from ſuch,as moſt 
Cry up, and yet leaſt of all practiſe Moderation, Peace, Unity and 


Charity; Matters of Great Worth, and chief Conſequence, but ſo litilt 


underſtood, and ſo much leſ5exercis'd, by many vain and unruly Talker 
(in the front of which Let Occaſional Conformiſts ever be plac'd )that 
ſhould ſeem they have forſworn every thing about theſe virtues, 
but the Name of them. | 

Of this prevarling Euil, the very Spirit by which ſo many now 4 
gays are atted, Mr. Caryl long ſince thus Divinely Speaks. * Above all 
* (faith he) there is an Evil Spirit which I may call the Beelzebub of 
this Generation, or the Prince of Devils, that is a Spirit of 
* Diviftion— This Spirit 7s grown ſo cunning, that it can work 
* Diſtances by a Motion, or an Endeavour for Union. While many 
are ready to Say and Pray, Let us not divide tho? we cannot agree, 
vet are moſt ready to divide upon every Diſagreement ; and whule it 
it almoſt in every Mans mouth, let us be one in Affection, tho we 
cannot be one in Opinion, yet every Man almoſt alle as if neither 
One Earth, nor One Heaven could hold thoſe who hold not One 
Opinion. Theſe Spitits, and ſuch as theſe are the troublers of our 
** Peace, and wrleſs theſe Spirits are chang'd, or at leaſt chain'd, all 
* Fleſh is in danger to periſh among us. 

This is ſo full a draught of many in this Age, eſpecially of ths 
Verbally ating, but really dividing Occafional-Conformiry-Men, 
that it needs no ſtrokes for the finiſhing of it, and therefore I conclude 
this Preface, (in which I have no room to inſiſt on other matters) 
and with my bearty Prayers for the fulfilling of the Things ſpoken of 
in the Text here handled, I ſubſcribe ny ſelf, a Cordial Well-wiſher ts 
tbe Intereſt of the Son of God in all the Earth. 


Southwark, The 
3oth of the 6rh 
Month, 1705, 


FOSEPH ZFACO0B 
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HEN firſt J heard the Tydings of that Vi- 
Ctory, for which we are now Aſſembl'd to 
raiſe GOD, thoſe Words came to my Mind, 


will overturn, overturn, overtun it, and 
it ſhall be no more, until He come whoſe Right 
it it, and I uill give it Him; which Words I could not but 
think /o ſutable to the Succeſs, that I then determin'd with my 
ſelf, if a Set time for Thankſgiving on that Occaſion were ap- 
pointed, as now it is, I would, God willing, ſpeak from them, 
not only, becauſe of that zhree-fold overturning of the Enemy, 
for which we have met together to give Thanks, under the Go- 
vernment of An ENGLISH Queen, and the Conduct of an 
ENGLISH General, who loves Engaging better than Encamp- 
ing, and Aion more than Oftentation , unto a Grateful Com- 
memoration of which, the three. fold overturning mention'd in 
thoſe Words, may at this time excite us; But more eſpecially, 
for that the Words lead us to the Conſideration of thoſe Man 
Overturnings God is bringing on the World, in order to the E- 
tecting of a Throne for His Son, above all the Thrones of the 
Sons of Men : Of which, as the Words I have mention'd do 
expreſsly ſpeak, ſo God hath given us a Solemn Aſſurance, fay- 
ing, I will make him who is my firſt-born, higher than the Kings 
of the Earth. | 
On this Account, I ſay, I was chiefly led to pitch upon theſe 
Words for the Theme of my Diſcourſe this Day ; we having 


in them ſo plain an Intimation that all the Overturnings which 


befouling on, and there will 
Tall perſons or things that 
therein are oppoſite unto the Inter f our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
until He comes to rule and reign Whoſe Right it is, unto 
whom the Univerſal Dominion (which ſo many have in vain 
aſpired after) ſhall be given: Of which wonderful Revo/utz- 
ons, and the moſt glorious Concluſion of all, I ſhall now ad- 
dreſs my ſelf to ſpeak to you as I am able, from the Words 
I have mention'd, which you will find written in | 


EZEKIEL 


are begun in the Earth, will till 


(2) 


| and it 
3 — — — — Meſſa 
N Ko . N concei 
| ; EZEKIEL xxi. Ver. 27. — 
| T will overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it ſhall be no more 7h 
: until He come whoſe right it is, and I will give it Him, tiz d 
| that v 
ZEKIEL ſignifies the Strength of God, or flirengthn'd {trong 
by God; which Name no doubt was defign'd by Pro. Pillar 
| vidence for this Prophet, to let him underſtand, what gaintt 
| Strength he both would want, and ſhould receive from the P. 
God, tor the Faithful delivering of his Mind to the ers, un. The! 
| to whom he was to preach; a more obſtinate Race than which in oui 
there was not to be found in the World: Harder of Belief, Hair 
| and leſs capable of Impreſſions of Divine Truth, no Generati- mit 1 
| on of Men were ever known to be than the Zews , which az have 
God well knew, / he fortify'd this Prophet for his Service in of an 
miniſtring unto ſuch, three ſpecial ways; of GC 
1. He gave him a Glorious Viſion of his moſt Excellent Ma. gainſt 
For this, ſes jeſty, that he being under a deep ſence of what a Great God he Ag 
ch. 1. ſerv'd, might either fear what his Enemys could do to him, deale! 
nor yet that he ſhould want ſutable Supplys from him ; fair 8 
2. God did moſt plainly and faithfully diſcover to this Pro- ceſsfu 
This we find Phet, the perverſeneſs and malignity, the incorrigibleneſs and whict 
in ch. 2d and obſtinacy of thoſe unto whom he was to preach , that knowing ceedii 
3d. the worſt of them, he ſhould not be ſtartl'd at what he ſhould us, te 
ſee or find by them. £ the H 
i 3. God Almighty MNrited the Prophet for his Work , by tho' f 
ch. 3, v. 8,9. making bis Face ſtrong * their Faces, and his Forehead great 
”” firong againſt their Ff, even like an Adamant did God tully 
make bis Forehead harder ban a Hint, ſo that he left him no [ f] 
room to fear them, nor to be diſmay'd at their Looks, altho ſever 
they were a rebellious Houſe, and impudent and hard-hearted nant | 
Children ! 5 fane ; 
And thus accoutr'd fox his Service, God ſent out this Pro. Term 
#k;.3; V. 14. Phet in bitterneſs and the heat of bis Spirit, to ſpeak his Mind that t 
Anto the Jews, who were at that time in Captivity ; doth 


And in very Truth, in ſuch like ways muſt he be made — in wi 
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and impenetrable, and ſo meeten'd for his Work, who has 
Meſſages from God to deliver unto a Se/f-righteous, and Self- 
— Feel lid - TY 4 - had . ay the ſweet ö 
finger of ruel ſaid, be fenced with Iron, and the Sta 4 | 4 
ge that hath to do with ſuch Sons of Belial. ff e | | 
That Man who will ſucceſsfully expoſe the Sins of Apoſta- 
tiz d Profeſſors (ſuch as the Fews then, and many now are) he 
that will vigorouſly oppoſe himſelf to them, had need be made 
ſtrong as Feremiah was by God, like a defenced City, an Iron Jer; 1. 18. 
Pillar, and a Brazen Wall, otherways he will be prevail d a. 
gainſt by his Antagoniſts; For as it was 1h en, even fo it is now, 
the Profeſſors have Whore's Fore heads, they refuſe to be aſham'd ; 
The Foreheads not only of the People, but even of the Priefts 
in our Age, are ſo Thatcht, and their Faces ſo hid with the 
Hair of Whores, that they do neither bluſh at, zor ſtick to com- 
mit ſuch Abominations, as many among the Heathens would 
have been aſham'd to be guilty of: What need then have thoſe 
of an invincible Spirit, and an undaunted Brow, who are ſent 
of God to cry aloud, and to lift up their Voice as a T1 umpet, a- 16, 58. 1. 
gainſt the Sins of ſuch as would be counted his People? 1 
Againſt whom of old this Holy Prophet, tho' but one plain x 
dealer in oppoſition to Muititudes, who by good Words and | 
fair Speeches deluded the People, was yet made ſtrong and fuc- 
ceſsful, in the delivery of many Meſſages to them from God, 
which how bitter ſoever they were in the Belly to him, are ex- 
ceeding ſweet in the Mouth to r, the Spirit of God teaching 
us, to gather Conſolation from whatſoever was written of old by 
the Holy Men of God; And thus in particular, this Chapter, Rom. 15. 4; 
tho' full of dreadful Comminations , affords unto us exceeding 
great Conſolations, as in the proceſs of my Diſcourſe will be 
fully evinc'd. | 
[ ſhall not have time to examine the whole Chapter, in which 
ſevere Judgments are threaten'd to the Zews, and their malig- 
nant Enemys the Ammonites ; that is, to Profeſſors and Pro- 
ſane; both whoſe Calamities are denounc'd in ſuch moving 
Terms, as might well invite us to overlook them, were it not 
| that thereby we ſhall be prevented of ſeeing what in the Text 
doth more nearly concern us, as.being altogether apt for the Day -M 
| in which our Lot is caſt: | 
B 2 The 
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The former part of this Chapter is taken up in Deſtructions 
See this, v. 1. threatn'd to the City of Zeruſalem, and the Land of 1/7ael, 

to 24. After which Denunciations he comes here (as it were ina di. 

ſtindt Prophecy) to denounce Judgments againſt King Zede. 

See v. 25,26, kiab, then reigning at Feruſalem; Him the Prophet here accoſts, 
27. not with the lofty Titles of Moſt Excellent, or Moſt Sacred 

Majeſty, bat plainly addreſſes him by ſuch appoſite Epithets 

as his Wickedneſs made moſt meet for him; And thou profane 

wicked Prince of Iſrael (ſaith he) do not thou think to eſcape 

the common Calamities, for thy Day is come, thy Iniquity ſhall 

have an end; Thus ſaith the Lord God, Remove the Diaden, 

and take off the Crown, This (Zedekiah) ſhall not be the ſame 

[ that he has been, I will exa/t him that is low, and abaſe him 
q that is high, (Yea, 1 _ $9 further) I will overturn, overturn, 
| overturn it (that is, the World or Government) and it ſhall be 


no more, until be (that is the Meſſiah) come, Whoſe right it is, 


| | and I will give it him; 

h This is the genuine literal reading of the Words, and thus 
they hold out to us, the ruin of Zedekiah and bis Govern: 
ment, yea the overturning of all things here below, in order to 
8 — up of the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 

riſt. | 

And indeed the Words obviouſly ſlide from thoſe Times, into 
the End of Time; Here is a quick tranſition made, which is com- 
mon in Scripture, from a preſent to a future matter; howe- 
ver Zedekiah and his overthrow may be here ſpoken of hi/- 
torically, there is a prophetical Intention held forth in the words, 
which is far enough from being as yet compleated ; He begins 
with threatning Zedektab's overthrow, but before he ends, he 
paſſes on to diſcover the overturning of all Antichriſt, and 

eſtabliſhing of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
In which ſenſe I doubt not the Words are chiefly to be taken, 
2 Per. 1. 20. for as no Scripture is ſo of private Interpretation, as to be con- 
fin'd to one meaning only, leaſt of all are theſe Prophecys to be 
crampt , which ſhould be extended to their full length, and this 
here reaches unto the Deſtruction of all the Enemys of Chriſt, 
and to the ſciting up of him over all; and ſo indeed judicious 
Expoſitors do underſtand the Words of my Text, nor can many 
Expreſſions herein be reconcil'd to Truth, if they be not - 
n. | 0 
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S To refer for a fulfilling of theſe Words to the little lifting ni 
3 up of Fechonia in Babylon, or the Petty adminiſtrations of rule | 
8 among the Jews afterward, is to cut off the Glory here Ex- 

4 reſt, and to render ſo Excellent a Prophecy of none Effect; 

? Auole hoc regnum quum Populus in Captivitate? is an apt gym; 
8 


queſtion here, what ſort of a Kingdom, what fort of an Exal- 
tation was that the 7ews had 77 Captivity ? or after it 


e unto this day? Let any rational Man judge! can any Glory 
e among them from the time of this Prophecy's being firſt pro- 
1 nounc'd, unto this Day, anfwer to what is foretold in this Text? 
5 I trow not! and therefore I am bold to ſay of theſe words as 
2 the Apoſtle of others, not altogether unlike, Now al! theſe 1 Cor. 10. 1 
1 things happen d unto them for Enſamples, and they are written 
, for our Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the World are come; 
e As all ſound Expoſitors — the verſe of my Text refers to 
„ the End of the World, ſo I doubt not the zwo ver/es to which it 
belongs, have a like reference; and 4s the former part of the 
18 Chapter, under the Name of Feruſalem, foretells the judgments 
f. that ſhall come on the Church of God, of which that City was 
0 a Type, / do theſe verſes point out the ruin that ſhall befal 
US Antichriſt, of which that wicked prophane Prince of I/rae/ 
here threatn'd, was a type, thro* whole fides, God fetches. a 
(0 far but full blow, at all Antichriſtian powers and principalities, 
N- whom he will overturn, in order to the Setting up of the 
e. Kingdom of his well- beloved Son. 
ſ- And thus I underſtand the words, to be Level'd at the Great 
8, Antichriſt in the Latter days, who is to be overturn'd, that 
15 Chriſt may be all and in all. 
Ie I know that prodigious and prophane miſapplications have so one ey 
id been made ot theſe words, to ſuch particular Princes, asf Co fon. 
Preachers from them have been prejudic'd unto : But God Sir &. 6% 
n, forbid that we ſhould underſtand theſe words to be meant only i Mayors fd 
Ne of one particular Limb or Member of Antichriſt, altho never ſo appiyed them to 
be Great, Suppoſe the Pope himſelf, or the Great Turk ;, This — 
8 prophane wicked prince of Iſrael, here prophetically pointed at, chem to whe B. 
ff is a Scriptural denomination of all thoſe powers, who under“ * 
on pretence of Religion do oppoſe the Intereſt of Chriſt ; nor is 
I this Strange, ſince however different they may be in Opinion, 
0 they ate united in Oppaſition to Chriſt, They have all ONE mind Rev. 13. 12. 
0 ; ” 78 


(6) 

f to give their ſtrength and power to the Beaſt, and therefore are 
Nodo jungun- called by ONE Name, Thou prophane wicked Prince of Iſrael, 
fur in und. hy which certainly the whole Poſſe and Force, the Congluvies 
and Confederacy of the Enemys ot Chriſt are to be underſtood, 
> Thef 2. all theſe are repreſented as ONE by bleſſed Paul, He calls all 
2,8, thoſe powers who act againſt God and his Word, and that 
5 evig@r& under a prerence of Religion too, he calls them all by a ſingle 
7 87 name, That Man of Sin! That Son of Perdition | That wicked 
„r. One! It's moſt abſurd to imagine that he Intends here only the 
5 Ge, Pope, or Turk, or any ONE Limb of Antichriſt, as many falſſy 
and fooliſhly have ſaid, Laying this ruful character at doors (as 
h they have thought) far enough from their own ; but hereby 
+ od „ ig he means (as he afterward ſays) the whole myſtery of Iniquity, 
I 5. © however Hid and Cloakt; So the Apocalyptical Apoſtle 105 

A/ Xetget , P * P X P 7 
rens!“ in the ſame breath ſays there are many Antichriſts, and yet they 

Ai ei- are all but ONE Antichriſt, as being tho* Multitudes, yet but 
.. as ONE in wickednels : 

At Antichriſt then, in whatſoever Poſt or Profeſſion, of what 
ſoever Region or Religion, is this prophecy Level'd, and herein 
an utter overthrow of his power is threatn'd, in order to the 
ſetting up of the Kingdom of Chriſt! 

And thus taking the words in this ſence, -this ſeems to be 
the Genuine reading of them, And thou profane wicked Prince 
of Iſrael, ] Thou Antichriſt, who call it they ſelf by my Name, 
bur art a profane wicked Enemy, when I am bringing Judgments 
on my Church, do not thou think to Eſcape; For thy day is 
come When thy Iniquity ſhall have an End ; | and ſhall no more 
prevail; Thus ſath the Lord God | who is above all, Remove 
the Diadem, and take off the Crown | from the heads of all that 
oppoſe my Intereſt, hie Antichriſt Hall not be the ſame]he hath 
been; for I will Exalt him that is Long by which we may 
underſtand both the Intereſt and Perſon of Chriſt ; the Intereſt of 
Chriſt is very low now, Jacob | the name of the Church in its 
Low tate] is Low indeed, by whom ſhall he ariſe ? why the 
Lord will Exalt him; yea the Lord Jeſus himſelf is Low in the 
Eſteem of many, Men deſpiſe him, Nations abhor him, Kings 
and Rulers contemn him, yet him will the Lord Exalt over 
all, and make all to_worſhip before him; and then will he 
abaſe him that is high] him who oppoſes himſelf to the truth, 
who 


IIA. 49. 7. 
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(7 
who and whatever he is; Yea, ſaith the Lord, Þ will owerturn, 
overturn, overturn, it] So that it] that is, the place and power 
of Antichriſt, all be no more] until HE] the Meſſiah come, 
whoſe right it is, and I will give it Him] He ſhall inherit all 
Nations, and the Power and Dominion over all ſhall be given 
unto him. | 

This. unto me, ſeems the juſt prophetical Expoſition of the 
words, of the ſame import with which are thoſe the prophet 

Haggai uſes, when he tells us, That the Lord will ſhake the 
Heavens and the Earth, and I will overthrow (Says JEHOVAH) 
the tbrone of. Kingdoms, and I will deſiroy the Strength of the 
Kingdoms of the Heathen, and I will overthrow the Chariots, 
and thoſe that ride in them, and the Horſes and their Riders 

ſhall come down every one by the Sword of his Brother, Here is a 
threefold overthrowing which anſwers to the ſame number in 
my Text, and then it follows, that the Lord will Exalt 
Zerubbabel, who was a type of the Lord Jeſus the true deſtroyer 


' of Babylon; unto which words the Apoſtle alludes when he 


tells us, that all things are to be ſhaken, and removed and 
overturn'd, in order tothe ſetting up of an unmoveable Kingdom 
for Chriſt and his Saints; which alſo is the ſame thing he tells 


us before in his laſt Epiſtle to the Theſſaloniant, wherin he , Theſſ 2. 


deſcribes the deſtruction of all Antichrift, and the Glorious 
appearance of our Lord Jeſus . 

Theſe and ſundry other places (ſome of which in the proceſs 
of this diſcourſe I ſhall have occaſion to clear up) do fully 
evince that this Text hath a far deeper Mine or meaning in ir, 
than from the bare Superficies of it can be gathered; but by 
letting down the Line of the Scripture into it, we may ſee 
that it hath a chief reſpect unto the overthrow of Antichriſt, 
and the Erecting of Chriſt his Kingdom over all, which is 
the Subject I ſhall at this time, by the Grace of God, inſiſt 
upon ; A Subject however full of Terror to the Enemys of 

hrift, moſt full of profit and pleaſure unto his ſworn Subjects, 
of which bleſſed Number, I truſt ſome of us here preſent have 
the happineſs to be. | 

God hath begun overturning work in the World, and made 
no {mall Speed with it in our day, and particularly, I muſt ſay, 
he hath done ſuch great things by an ENGLISH General, as 

no 


Hag. 2, 21, 


Heb. 12, 27, 


(83) 


no Foreigners have room to boaſt of, for ſome of which Succeſ 
ſes we are this Day met together to bleſs the Name of the 
Lord of Hoſts ; and haply had / Allies been alike minded, 
our Thank giving for the overturning of the Enemy had ſwell'd 
much higher, God having endow'd the Gallant ENGLISH 
General with an extraordinary Spirit, ſuch as the Jaſt Ape 
has ſcarce produc'd the like, for Conduct and Courage, Fi 
delity and Ability for his Work, which pity it is ſhould 
not be encouraged to the utmoſt! However, be the Overturn. 


ings now on foot, more or leſs /ow, they are ſure, and like to 
have their continuance in the World untill this my Text is ful- 


fli2d ; of which I ſhall now proceed to ſpeak more diſtinctly, 
having thus fully and clearly opened my way to it : And that 
you may know that I have believed before I haue ſpoken, I do 
aſſure you, that if I were now a dying, the things I ſhall utter 
are ſo much my Perſwaſion, that I would call for your atten- 
tion to them, in the Words of the expiring Patriarch, Gather 
your ſelves together, that I may tell you what ſhall befall you in 
the laſt days; which we may in a great meaſure learn from theſe 
Words, in whichare theſe Two chief Parts to be explain'd. 


I. A Commination of dreadful Deſolations denounc'd ; I wil! 
overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it ſhall be no more.] 

II. The Continuation of theſe Judgments is aſcertain'd; 
Until he comes whoſe Right it is, and I will give it hin.] 


Theſe 7wo Particulars are fo connected together, that I ſhall 
no farther ſeparate them, than meerly for Order's ſake to ſpeak 
of them apart. And, 

I. Of the Commination of dreadful Judgments heredenouncd: 

I will overturn, ons, 

This deſerves a narrow Inſpection, as being of Concernment 
to us all; and therefore I ſhall diſtinctly ſpeak of it in Four 
Heads, ſhewing * | | 

1. The Author of theſe Deſolations, F.] 

2. The Certainty of them, J toill.] 

3. The Nature of them, F will overturn, &c.] 

4. The Iſe of them, and it ſhall be no . 

Theſe Four Particulars being Explain'd to us, I hope Great 
and Comfortable Light will ariſe to many from theſe Words, 

how dark ſoever they ſeem at preſent to any. 
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1/?. Let us with humble reverence inquire after the Author 
of all the Deſolatjons here threatn'd : Him we find here ex- 
preſt by this J,] I will overturn, &c. He whoſe Name alone is PA. 83. Laft. 
FE HOVAH, the Great F AM ; this is his Name, and this is Exo. 3. 14.13. 
his Memorial to all Generations : He it is that is here to he un- 
derſtood as the Author of all theſe Convulfions and Revolutions. 

It is the Lord of all who brings about all the Overturnings in 


be World. This Remark has — Proof enough: Is here 


am [penal] Evil [any Judgment | in the City, and the Lord Amos 3. 6. 
AL done it ? Urne — ſaith the —— from the 

Lord's own Mouth; for whatever is the Judgment, F, faith 

the Lord, have ſent it: So, F gave you cleanneſs of Teeth ; See that no- 
F withheld the Rain from you; 7 ſmote you with Blaſting; OR ” 
J ſent among you the Peſtilence ; 7 overthrew ſome of you % Pf 
and thus and thus will F yet do unto you; and becauſe F will : 

do thus unto you, prepare to meet thy God, O Mae: We 

ſhould ſee God's Hand in all Overturnings. There is ſome No- 

tice to be taken of the Inſtruments by which they are brought 

about; but wo unto us, if we look not beyond them unto God 

the Original of all. Of this Neglect the Prophet complains : 

Lord, when thy Hand is lifted up, they will not ſee, they will Ia. 26. 11, 
not ſee thee in the Judgments that are upon them : Will they 

not, faith God? but they ſhall ſee, and they ſhall be aſhamed, &c. 

God knows how by more Judgments to make us open our Eyes, 

it we refuſe to ſee him in thoſe that are already upon us. A 1 King. 19. 
ſad Conſideration it is | to allude to a famous Story] that tho? 13,14. 


the Lord ſometimes ſends great and ftirone Winds, that rent the 


Mountains, and brake in pieces the Rocks ;, yet the Lord is not 

ſeen in the Wind: And tho” after the Wind there be Earthquakes 

heard of; yet the Lord is not ſeen in the Earthquakes : And tho? 

after the Earthquakes, Fires have broke out upon us; yet the 

Lord is not ſeen in the Fires: Nor will the Lord be ſeen by 

Any, in Any Deſolations, till the Hi ſmall Voice of his Spirit 

makes known his Hand in all, and then ſhall we wrap up our 

faces with Shame and Submiſhon, and liſten to hear what God 

the Lord ſays to us in all his Judgments : And the Voice of the Mica 6. 5+ 
Lord doth cry to us in all, the Lord make us ſuch Men of Vi 

dom, to hear and ſee him in all, and ſerve him more and better, 

becauſe of all the Deſolations he makes 
CG 2dly, See 


Dan. 4. 35. 


m „ 9 


Rom. 12.1.2. 


1209 


2dly. See we the Certainty of theſe Judgments being executed 


They WILL certainly come, for God hath ſaid the Word, ] 


WILL overturn, &c. And if he WILL, who hath at any tine 
reſiſted his W ILL 9 We are ready to ſay in our Unbelief, can 
the Earth be overturn'd ? Surely it will not be, by whom can 
it be? But all ſuch ungodly Reaſonings are here anſwer'd : The 
Lord WILL do it, and he isable to do all things after the Coun- 
fel of his own WILL. Let us, then receive this Truth, 

The Lord WILL certainly bring great Overtarnings in the 
World; he hath ſaid it, and he will ds it. He is of one Mind in 
this matter, and none can turn him from it; tho Noah and Moſes 
and Samuel were here, they could not divert thoſe Overturn- 
ings, which God WILL bring on the Earth. It was a great 


Acknowledgment the Lord extorted out of the Mouth of a 
haughty Monarch, A/! the Inhabitants of the Earth (faith he) 


are refuted as nothing to the Moji High, and he doth according to 
his own WILL in the Army of Heaven, and Among the Inbabi- 
tants of the Earth, and none can ſtay his Hand, or ſay unto hin, 
hat doſt thou? Let us remember this then, and believe that 
this Coxnſel of God in the Text til! ſtand, and that he wil! do 
all this his pleaſure z and thereupon, as the Apoſtle exhorts, let 
us be preſenting eur ſelves, Bodies and Souls, as 4 living Sa. 


crifice unto God, that we may ſerve him holily and acceptably, 


which is our reaſonable Service; and let us not be conform 10 
this World, which is to be deſtroy?d, but let us be trancform d, 
by the renewing of our Minds. Let us get new Spirits, upright 
Hearts, and then we ſhall have new Lives, new Obedience; and 


thus et us prove, and prepare for this Good, this acceptable and 


perfett WILL of God; ſince he WILL certainly bring theſe 
Deſolations on the World, ler us be getting ready to meet him 
in the way of theſe his Judgments, of which I proceed to ſpeak. 

-. .2d/y. Let us take a view of the Nature of thoſe Deſolations 
God has threatn'd to the World, and the Dominion thereof: 
Iwill overturn, overturn, overturn it, | ſaith the Lord. This 
is the &:nd of Judgment God will bring on the Earth, and upon 
all therein that oppoſes his Will, Overturning, He will turn 
it over, or overſet it. He hath often ſhook the World, and 
made it, and the Inhabitants thereof, to reel as a drunken Man, 
or as a Veſſel in a Storm; but hitherto he hath not overſet, or 
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e | 
turn'd quite over the whole Earth, and the Dominion thereof, 
as here he hath threatn'd to do; and will / accomplith, a- 
that it ſhall never be able to recover it felt from theſe Oper. 
turnings, as it hath Often done from ſome leſſer Shakings, and 
Overthrowings, which it hath now and then, here or there, been 
exercis'd with: But Thorough-work will God now make of it, 
He will turn all over, ſo that nothing ſhall ſtand to oppoſe him. 

Overturning then is the Word, Overturninz is the Thing; it 
18 2 leſs than Overturning which God his here threatn'd 
to the World, and its preſent Evil Conſtitution. What the Jude. 7. 13; 
Man dreamt of the Camp of Midian, we are aſſured of the fri 
whole Unroer/e, it thall he overturn'd, and lay all along: God 
will bring on all the World, what he threatn'd once to one 
provoking part of it, [Like Sins procure like Zudgments] He 
will reich over it the Line of Samaria, and the Plummet of 
the Houſe of Ahab. The ſame Meaſure he meaſured to Sama- 
ria for its Provocations, will he mete out to the whole World, 
for its Tranſgreſſions; and as he dealt with the Houſe of Ahab, 
ſo will he do by all the Powers of the Earth, who are guilty 
of like Abominations ; yea, he will wipe them all as a Man 
wipes a Diſh, wipeing it, and turning it upſide down. Thus 
will God do, when he comes to accompliſh theſe Threatnings ; 


He ſhall break in pieces mighty Men without number: He will Job 34. 24. 
overturn them in the Night, ſo that they ſhall be deſtroy'd. Thus 25, 26, 


will he do by all that tun back from him, and will not conſider 

any of his ways: When he comes to execute Judgment in all 

the Earth, then will he turn the way of the Wicked upſide down, Pia. 146, 1. 

bottom upward, as men ſay ; nor ſhall this be a particular, 

perſonal, or party Overturning only, but univerſal, extending 

it ſelf throughout the whole World. So we read, Behold the 

Lord maketh the Earth empty, and maketh it waſte, and rurneth 1d. 24.1 

it upſide down. POO 
Thus we ſee the Nature of the Deſolations denounc'd in the 

Text; to aſſure us of the thoroughout Accompliſhment of 

which, it is three times repeated, I wil overturn, overturn, 

overturnit, THRICE is the Word pronounc'd, becauſe the 

thing is eſtabliſht by God, and God will ſhortly bring it to paſs; 

unto which alſo other Places in Holy Writ give witneſs, man 


of which I ſhall name to you in the Explication of the 
C-2 Words : 


| 
| . 
\ 


2 Kin. 21.13. 


Hag. 2. 22 


L 


Heb. 12. 27- 
28. 


John 5.8. 


Rom, 14. 17. 


( 12) 
Words: At preſent ſuffice it to mention that remarkable paral. 
lel Prediction in Haggai, where we read, III overthrow the 


« Throne of Kingdoms, faith the Eord, and I will deſtroy the 


Strength of the Kingdoms of the Heathen, and I will overthrow 
the Chariots, and thoſe that ride in them, and the Horſes and the 
Riders ſhall come down, every one by the Sword of his Brother, 
Here is a zhreefo/d Overthrowing threatn'd to the World, an. 
{werable to this in my Text, after which, Zerubbabel, that is, 
Teſus Chrift, the true Deſtroyer of Babe/, ſhall be made as a 
Signet, Glorious and Renown'd in all the Earth; unto which 
the Holy Apoſtle aHudes, when he tells us, he things here 
below hall be ſhaken, and not only ſhaken, but turn'd over, 
or remou?d out of their preſent poſture, that room may be made 
for t Kingdom of Chriſt, which can never be mov d. | 
The Nature and Certainty of theſe Deſolations being thus 
Explain'd and Evinc'd to us, let us further enquire what may be 
the Meaning of the fhrecfold Repetition of them: An Over- 
turning of the World and its preſent Conſtitution there muſt be; 
but why ſhould it be ſaid three times, Iwill overturn, overturn, 
overturn it, Here is ſome hidden Myſtery coucht, which 
fince we have Line of Scripture ſufficient to fathom, let us now 


make ule of, that we may herein know the Mind of the Spirit. 


Three is a Number both Sacred and Santifyd in its uſe, 
How Sacred it is, we may learn, and with reverence obſerve, in 
that, (1.) Godhimlelf is hereby deſcribed, There are Three that 


bear record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spi. 


rit, and theſe Three are One. And not only is the ever Bleſ- 
ſed Trinity in Unity hereby ſet forth: but (2.) The great Con. 
firmers of our Salvation here on Earth are thus alſo defcribed : 
There are Three that bear witneſs in Earth, the Spirit, the Ha. 
ter, and the Blood, and theſe Three agree in one. Unto which 


let me only add, (3.) The conſtituent Parts of the Kingdom are 


alſo Three; 1» we read, The Kingdom of God conſiſts in Righ- 


is this Number, and as Santtiſyd it is in its Uſe ; God hath 
ſet it apart to ſignify great and good things to us, He expreſſes 
his Mind frequently to us hereby, as (not to digreſs) we ſhall 
ſee in the Uſe and Meaning of this Number here: That God 
three times ſays he will overturn, it is to diſcover to us a * 

en 


teouſneſe, and Peace, and Foy in the Holy Spirit. Thus Sacred 


fully. 


1 
den part of His Mind herein, a wonderful Ternary of Action 
is here to be underſtood, which take in brief thus: Hereby we 


learn, 


1ſt, A threefold Seaſon when he will overturn. Quando. 
2dly, A threefold Subject which he will overturn. Quos. 
3dly, A threefold Scourge by which he will overturn. Quomode. 


The Time when he will overturn. the Partys whom he will 
overturn, and the Means by which he will overturn : All theſe 
are here pointed out to us, we may learn this great Myſtery by 
this threefold uſe of the word overturn, of all which J ſhall 
ſpeak, by the help of God, in this order. 

iſt, Thrice mentioning the word Overturn does give us light 
into the treble Seaſon God will take to overturn the World, 
and its Conſtitution in. God hath been all along conteſting 
with the World for it's Corruptions, and great Deſolations he 
hath made here and there at ſeveral Sealons, which having nor 
reform'd it, or brought it to his will, towards the End thereof 
(for the World is not Eternal as ſome have Dreamt, but ſhall 
have an End, towards which) there will be zbree Periods, or 
ſet Stages of Time, in which God will Iſſue forth in ſuch 
deſolating Judgments as were never before known ; all which 
he will make uſe of in order to overturn the Earth, and the 
Conſtitution thereof. 

Now theſe three Seaſons are ſo very remarkable, and ſo Ex- 
ceeding all others for both Wickedneſs and Judgments, that in 
Compariſon thereof the times that precede them, are counted 
as nothing, and ſo ſeem as it were to be bury'd'in Silence, while 
theſe are only mention d with an Emphaſis, as being the 
chief Stages, and Ages of Action, in which ſuch overrurn- 
ings will be felt, as ſhall at laſt put an End to a ſinful State 
* below, after which ſhall Succeed one moſt Glorious and 

oly. 

Of theſe three famous Times to ſpeak with the greateſt 
advantage, I muſt briefly refreſh your Memorys with the re- 
= "gh of ſome things I have formerly hinted unto you more 

ally. 
The ſeven Churches of Aſia, unto which our Lord wrote by 
his Servant ohn, were (as you have often had Evinc'd to you 


by ſeveral great Teſtimonies) not only Hiſtorically but allo Pro- 
phetically 


R 
phetically intended; they were not only deſcriptive of thoſe pat. 
ticular Churches, but figurative alſo of a ſevenfo/d Church 
Itate; ſeven Periods, Stages and Ages cf the Church are here 
deſign d, from the Aſcenſion of our Lord, unto his ſecond 
Coming; The various States, Conditions and Exerciſes of 
Chriſt's Church during that long interval, are here held torth, 
from whence we may gather what ſhall befal his People in all 
| his abſence from them: Thus. 

The Epheſian,  ? ſt. The Apoſtolick Church. State, or the State of the Church 
or 1/2. ſtare of in the days of the Apoſtles, is to be learnt out of the Epiſtle to 
the Church, the Church of Epheſus, which word fignitys deſirable, as figu- 
Rev. 2.1.7. ring out that deſireableneſs there was in that Church-State ! 
The Smyrne- 24y. The ſuffering ſtate of the Church during the ten Perſe 
an or 2d. cutions, is to be ſeen in the Epiſtle to the Church of Smyrna, 
Rev.2. 8. 11. Which ſignifys Myrrhe or bitter, a wholeſom bitterneſs then 
attending ſuttering Saints. | | 
The Perga- 34/y. The Exaltation of the Church both in Wordly Honour, 
mean or 3d. and Wickedneſs, which began in Conſtantine's time, when that 
Rev.2.12.17, voice was ſaid to be heard, Hodie venenum Injeflum eft in 
Eccleſiam: The Church is now poyſon'd, which poy ſon after 
8 made a ruful progreſs; this is to be gather'd from the Epiſtle 


to the Church of Pergamus, which fignifys Height, the Church 


then being got to a great height of Pomp and Pollution, common 
| Companions God knows | 

The Thyati- 4tbly.The wretched Effeminacy and Fornication of the Church. 
rean, or 4th. State which Enſu'd, and Brought great ſufterings on the Few 
1 faithful, for à long tract of time during the Apoſtacy, which 

. 18, : > : : | * Sy 
er chiefly from Rome ſpread it ſelf in all the Earth, this is obvious 
in the Epiſtle to the Church of 1hyatrra, alluding (as Dr. More 
ingeniouſly remarks) either to @vy«7z22 Daughter) by which 
the Female Saint worſhip of that Age, and their Shaveling 
Petticoat-men, their Monks, Cc. are pointed to: or to Oui“ 
(Altar) by which their Alarincends and their ſacrificing of 
Saints, as Victims on an Altar, is ſet out. | 
5thly. The partial Reformation which began near 200 years ago, 
from ſome Groſſer Corruptions in the Church, while yet there 
was more Name than Life of Religion to be ſeen, this is ſet 
our in the Epiſtle to the Church of Sardis alluding to the 
Sardius ſtone, which is of a Ae/h colour, by which the Carnality 
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CERN 
of this Church ſtate, under all its pretences to Spirituality, 
is viſibly diſcover. 

6thly. The Calling of the Fews in Conjunction with the ThePhiladel- 
Gentiles, to make up the promis'd Oneneſs in the Church of Pbian, or sth. 
Chriſt, is repreſented in the Epiſtle to the Church of Philadel- Rev 3.7.12 
bia, which points out to that Brorberly Love which ſhall then 55 
be viſible among the Saints. 

7thly. The decay of Religion and Lukewarmneſs which En- The Laodice- 
ſues hereon, and preceeds next and immediately the Coming of a, or 72h. 
Chriſt to judge the World, this is ſer forth in the Epiſtle to State or Age 
the Church of Laodicea, by. which is diſcover'd that Judgment 1 
of the People, which God will Execute in the Latter days, 2 * 
_— the Kingdom of our Lord Chriſt ſhall be Exalted ; 
over all. 5 

This is that Account of the State of the Church, of Chriſt, 
from his Aſcenſion to his ſecond Coming, in /even ſeveral 
Journey ings, Ages, Stages or Periods, of which the Word 
of God ſpeaks ; By which we are not to underſtand, as if 
Each were of a Like Duration, ſome being Longer, ſome 
Shorter; but of whatſoever extent they be, the intent of 
God as to his People is here to be Learnt, and will be ful- 
filled in one or other, and all together of theſe States, and 
Conditions of his Church, until he Comes to make the Place 
of his feet Glorious, and FJeruſalem to be the praiſe of the 
whole Earth. | 

Now of- theſe ſeven States, Progreſſes, or Epochaes of the 
Church it is to be noted, that Tos are already paſt, and 
three only remain to be fill'd up; Thoſe three which bring up 
the Rear of Antichriſt's Reign, and the Churches Sufferings; 
and conſequently Thoſe three which are to be fill'd with 
Judgments in order to the overturning of the Earth, and its 
Adminiſtrarions, and to the ſetting up of the Throne of Chriſt 
over all. 

Theſe three Stages of the Church that are yet to be run 
through, are the Sardian, the Philadelpbian, and Laodicean, or 
the 5th, 6th, and 7th Church States, of which there is a more 
diſtindt and more remarkable account held forth for Judgments, 


and Overturnings, than of any of the reſt, 


Hence 


*Rev. 8. 13. 


Ch, 7. 10. 
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(16) 
Hence in theſe three Church- States, there are three . 
Trumpets to be Sounded, intimating more dreadful Woes to be 
Executed now, Woes more to be remarkt, and that will make 
greater Work on the Earth, and it's Inhabitants, than all the 
IVoes brought on the World from the beginning of the Creation 
unto theſe times. | : 


It is in the ft of theſe Church. States, the th in order of 


the ſeven, viz. The Sardian, that our Lot is Caſt, which we 
hope wants not much of being fill'd up, when the #7/? of theſe 
Woes ſhall be pour'd on the Earth to overturn the Kingdom of 
Antichriſt, and this is the firſt overturn in my Text ſpoken of; 
after which follows the ſecond overturning in the Philadelpbian 
or /ixth Church-State, which is the ſecond Woe; and 
and this is brought up by the third overturning in the Laodicean 
or ſeventh Church State, which is the zh;rd Woe ; upon which 
Woes being Executed the Kingdoms of this World become the 
Kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt, who will then take to 
himſelf bis Great Power and Rule and Reign over all; at what 
time will this Text be fulfilPd, that be ſhall Come whoſe right, 
the World and the Governmend of it is, and to him it ſhall be 
Given, Amen and Amen! 1 

Thus is the word overturn Repeated thrice, to Point ont 
this Treble time, in which the World and it's Conſtitution 
ſhall be overturn'd, Which time is repreſented in other Words, 
as we may ſee in ſundry Places of holy Writ. 

When Daniel was to be inform'd of the End of all the 
wonderful Revolutions in the World; by hee ſeveral Periods 
of time, their Concluſion is Set out to him; all which have 
ame time, to wit, from 
the beginning of the Reign of the laſt and worſt Antichriſt, that 
ſecond Beaſt that keeps under the true Church of Chriſt for / 
many hundreds of Years; in and at the End of each of which 
Seaſons he ſhall receive an Overturning, which at Laſt ſhall 
make a total End of him. ; ; 

The firſt of theſe Times is Set out by the prophetical term of 
Time, Times, and Half-Time, which is the ſame with 3 Yeats 
and a 1, or 42 Months, or 1260 days, each day for a Tear, 


Rev. 11. 2.3. in which Antichriſt prevails over the Church, which for it's 
' paucity then is ſet out by 1wo Witneſles, and for it's zmbeci//ny 
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n 
is repreſented by a Woman, when theſ: 1250 Years of Anti- 
chriſt's Uſurpations and Tyranny are over, he will then receive 
his firſt overturn, which will be in the Sardian, or 5th Church- 
State, calb'd the ft Woe ; But this only Stunning, not making 
a full End of him, 

There is a /econd Time ſet down in Daniel, wherein Anti- 
chriſt ſhall receive a_ſecond overturn, at the End of 1 290 Years, 
that is thirty Years after the former, in the Philadelphian, or 
61h Church-State, which will be his 2d. Woe ; after which he 
will yet make ſome head, and therefore, 

He ſhall have a third overturn, which will do his Buſineſs 
(as we ſay) forty fue Year after the laſt blow, or 1335 Years 
after his Uſurpations over the Church of Chriſt, which will 
be given in the Laodicean or 77þ Church-State, and will be 
the 3d. or Conſuming Woe , and now will be Finiſht or Com- 
pleated that Great round number of 2300 Years, which Daniel 


v. Its 


heard in his days, to be the Time Limited for Antichriſt's Do- Daniel 8. 
minion in all the four Monarchys; which Ends at the fame “ 13, 14. 


time with the 1335 Years Reign of the laſt and worſt Limb of 
Antichriſt, unto which Time Whoſoever comes, Bleſſed and 


Happy will be be, for the Things which he ſhall then behold Dan. 1 2.12 


with his Eyes. 

Theſe are the three times in which Antichriſt's Kingdom 
ſhall receive ſuch terrible overturnings, as are ſet forth here by 
a treble repetition of the word overturn ; God will overturn 
it at the End of 1260 years of its Exaltation, he will overturn 
itat the End of 1290 years, and again he will overturn it at 
the End of 1335 years of its Tyranny, after which it ſhall 
never riſe again to the prejudice of the Saints. 

If any ſhall ſay they underſtand not theſe Things, I ſhall not 


wonder thereat, ſince Daniel himſelf at firſt underſtood them Daniel 12. 8. 


not, nor were they to be reveal'd till about the Times when 
they were to be accompliſht, and even then, none of the Wicked 
Gould underſtand them, the Knowledge of theſe Things is 
Conceal'd from the Wiſe-Men of Babylon, while it is reveal'd to 
fuch as are Weak and Fooliſh ones in the Worlds Account? 
who yet (by Grace) are made Wiſe to Salvation thro* the 
Scriptures of Truth, by which God makes known unto thoſe 
that fear him, and keep his 93 thoſe things which he 
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| ai 
is about to do, and if any Man will do his will, he ſhall knon 
of this Doctrine that it is of God 
Vet ſhall not I pretend to be wiſe above what it Written, 
as ſuch have been, who have attempted to fix ſer Times for the 
Commencements of theſe ſeveral Periods, which to do ij 
an Inſuperable difficulty, of which we may truly cry out, 
Hic Labor, Hoc opus eft ! This is a Task that has foild all 
Mortals who have undertook it. 

The Continuance indeed of Antichriſt's Reign is told us, and 


| Carry'd down in the Cloſe of it to three ſeveral Stages, in 


Each of which he ſhall have an overturn, but the Commence. 
ment of theſe Times is hid from all Fleſh, no Man ever did 
or ſhall Succeſsfully enquire into it; all that have offer d at it 
have been found Lyars, and in the greatneſs of their Error have 
both Gone and Led aſtray ; That the times of the End may not 
be certainly known, God hath hid from all Mortals the times of 
the Beginning; and this he hath done in Wiſdom, to make us 
always upon our Watch; wherefore, tho? I dare affix (becanſe 
the Scripture has done it to my hand) the ſeveral Stages of 

| how long he ſhall Reign, after which time he ſhall 
be overthrown, yet ſhall I not preſume to ſay at what preciſe 
Years he ſhall be overturr'd, and come to his End, becauſe it 
is not poſſible for me to know from what Year theſe Stages 
rake their Date, and fince the Year cannot be known when theſe 
Times Began, neither can it be preciſely determin'd when 
they ſhall End; However an End he ſhall have, and that at 
theſe three Seaſons which we would hope are at hand, wherein 
God will give this zreb/e overthrow to all Antichriſt's Intereſt 
in all the World : : | 


Taiah 24:17. Which I/aiah alſodeſcribes by three Words, exactly anſwering 
to 20. to theſe three Times; the firſt is called Fear, a name ſuiting with 


that Spirit of fear which in the flirt overturning of Antichriſt 
will poſſeſs the whole World, and under the power of which 
at this time moſt are, paleneſs gathering into their Faces, 
and fear making their Hearts fail them, with looking for the 
things that are coming upon them in their Citys, Courts, Camps 
and Churches: The ſecond time is ſet forth by the Pit, becauſe 
then ſuch Pits in the ſecond overturning ſhall be dug for the 
Wicked, as were never before ſeen in the World, The == 
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Temple, which is the time of the ſecond overturning 3 and then 
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CD 

Time is term'd a Snare, becauſe the Hh overturning will 

come as a Snare on the Earth. which / looking for, will of | 

Courſe take the moft, theſe Things arc Elſewhere predicted, of 1 

which on the laſt Head I may ſpeak more diſtinctly. 
The ſame Prophet alludes do theſe three Seaſons of over- fgiah 66, 1 

turning, in another place, where _ of the Coming of v. 5, 6. 

Chriſt to execute Vengeance on his Enemys, and to make his 

rejected Saints Glorious, He Intimates that then there ſhall be 2 

a Voice of noiſe from che City, by which the firft time of | 

overturnings is intended; which is followed by a voice from the | 


— 
— * 
— — — 


comes a Voice of ihe Lord that rendereth Recompence to his Ad- 
verſarys, in due third and Laſt overturning of all who oppoſe 
his Intereſt 

Paralle' unto which is that threefo/d Harveſt, ſeen in a Rev. 14. 
Viſion by the beloved Diſciple ; This I have not time fully to“ 15,17, 18. 
E-114:.7, but it ſeems to point out to a treble Seaſon God will 
he tc, reap down, and turn over the World, and its Wicked 

Ni. tant. HS. 

NOW, to put an End unto this firſt Interpretation of this 
i' ::/old uſe of the word overturn, as it intends a threefo!d 
i of Overturning, I will only allude unto that remarkable 
crovidence which attended the Prophet E/ijah in the Wilder- 
nels, when perſecuted by Fezabel, as the true Church of a 
long Time has been by Antichriſt; There the Prophet being 
call'd out by God, did both See and Hear what may ſerve 
to illuſtrate this matter. 

At three ſeveral times, in three ſeveral ways, by three ſe- 1 Kings 19. 
veral Overturnings, God ſhew'd him what he would do in the v. 11. 12. 
laſt Days: and yet it is ſaid, the Lord was in none of theſe 
diſpenſations, that is, - he was not ſeen in, nor came to the 
Prophet by any of them, till all of them were over, and then in 
a Small ſtill 2 


ice he made himſelf known to him. 

Anſwerably whereunto I may ſay, that before the Great and 
Notable day of the Lord, when E/jah ſhall be ſent as a 
Meſſenger to make way for his coming, there ſhall be three 
ſeveral Overturnings, at three ſeveral Seaſons or Stages of 
Time, which ſhall come three ſeveral Ways, and yet the Lord 


Jeſus will not be ſeen by the moſt in any of them, until after 
D 2 they 


W (20 


they are all over, his Voice ſhall be heard, and his Face ſhall 


be {een by his Saints, who Exulting ſhall Cry out, 21 is he 
that we looked for, behold he is come and his Reward is with 
him; Amen! Even ſo come Lord Jeſus. | 
And thus I have gone through with this firſt Explanation 
of the threefold uſe of the Term overturn, God hereby teaches 
us, that he will overturn the Kingdom of Antichriſt in thyee 
ſeveral Seaſons, Stages, or Periods of Time, which that they 
may be more diſtinctly underſtood by us, i ſhall draw up in 
this Diagram, or Figure-Table.. | | * 
A Proſpe& of the three ſeveral Sz2ſons 
wherein God will overturn the Kingdom 
and Powers of Antichriſt. * 
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This is the Sum of what we firſt gather from this h 9/1 
Threatning , that at theſe rhrce ſeveral Seaſon? , that is, 
throughout each of them, God will give fingular Overtyry: 
1785 to the Intereſt of Antichriſt, until at laſt ir is totally 
overturn'd. 

2dly. I come now in the next Place to ſhew that this 27000 
mention of the word overturn, doth alſo point out to the 
threefold Subject to be Overturn'd; Three there are, which in 
Congreſs or Confederacy do Conſtitute the power of Antichriſt, 
and theſe zhree are here threatn'd to be overturn'd, whence it 


is aid, I wil! overturn, overturn, overturn it, that is, the 


whole Poſſe of Antichriſt, tho it be lodg'd in the hands of three 
that in conjunction ſeek to maintain it, I will overturn one, and 


another, and all, that Contribute unto its Support ; all the 
Conſtituent parts of it ſhall be overturrn'd. | 


Rev. 16.13. 


The grand denomination of the three who together make up 
Antichriſt, is given by the Holy Spirit under the. Terms of the 
Dragon, the Beaſt , and the Falſe-Propher, theſe three in Con- 
junction conſtitute Antichriſt ; all the unclean Spirits in the 

orld, owe their riſe unto theſe three; whoſoever is Unholy, 


Unjuſt and Abominable is ſo, as he is under the influence of 
* one, or more, or all of theſe ; What the Poets feign'd of old 
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concerning Cerberms their imaginary Porter of Hell, that he 
was a Dog with three Heads, is a reality in this reſpect, Anti- 
chriſt has three for its heads, by which it doth af and influence 
all the World, yea, the door of Hell is open'd unto all, by one 
or other, or all of theſe; all thoſe that dwell on the Earth, who 
are under the conduct of this zbree, are thereby haſtning to the 
Lake of Perdition. 

The Fable of Geryon, a King faid to have zhree Bodies, is 
here a ſad Truth, Antichriſt is made up of theſe three Bodies, 
all chat belong to him may be juſtly rank'd under the Banner 
of one, or other, or all theſe zhree ; theſe three compleat Anti- 
chriſt : The Dragon is the Devil; The Beaſt ſuch Secular Powers 
as ſet themſelves againſt the Intereſt of Chriſt ; and by the FA 
Prophet, we muſt underſtand ſuch Eccleſiaſticks as tell Lies in 
the Name of the Lord; Of theſe zÞree I may uſe the old Adage, 


Hec tria, pro trino numine, mundus habet. 
The wicked World, this wretched three, 
Hath for its threefold Deity. 
Nor is this a Fiction, but a fad and real Truth, as upon a 
brief inſpection may be ſeen ; N 
1/t, For the Dragon, who is not a Roman Emperor as ſome Rev. 20. 2 
Dream, but that old Serpent the Devil and Satan, as holy Writ 
infallibly aſſures us; Is not he ſtild in fo many Words, the 
GOD of this World 2 and do's he not preſide in the hearts of 
moſt as God , blinding their Eyes, hind ring them from ſeeing 
the Light of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, Leading them C. aptrve 2 Tim. 2. 
at bis pleaſure ? Is he not more obey'd and reverenc'd than the 
true God, hath he not more who follow his infinuations, and 
at according to his will, than do obey God himſelt, or. walk 
up to his word ? Surely, tho there are but few comparatively 
that do explicitely ſwear Allegiance to the Dragon, yet where 
will it be found, but more walk after hun, and do his Works, a 
than par Hegg to the God of Heaven? This is the firſt and EPP- 2. 2. 
e nd of Wickedneſs under whofe name re to de Jenn. 8. 44 
Ader ſtood all the Infernal Fiends, tempters of Mo:*als to fiilall b 
which are but as his Tail, imploy'd by him to detto uls 
and make them wretched as himſelf. This is the DV, the 
Devil and all his Angels, the God this World worthips, and who 
therefore muſt have an overturn, whence it is ſaid Once, I wil? 
merturn, that is, I will overturn the Dragon. 2dly.. 


2 Cor. 4. 4. 


(22) 
2dly. The Beaſt is another of the Heads of Antichriſt, hy 
which term we are to underſtand all hee Powers, commonly 
.calld CW] ã oG or Secular, which oppoſe the Intereſt of Chriſt, 
Thoſe, I ſay, with all their Adherents, high or low, rich ot 
Plal, 2. 1,2.3 Poor, mighty or mob, whether heathen, or people of the Jews, 
+ bo rage, and imagine vain Things; Thoſe Kings of the Earth 
who ſet themſelves, and thoſe Rulers who take counſel again} 
the Lord, and bis Anointed, ſaying, Let ws break their Band 
aſunder, and caſt away their Cords from us; Theſe , and ſuch 
like, are called Beaſts in Scripture, and well may they be { 
term'd, for in truth, they betfave themſelves like Beaſts , not 
looking up to him that made them, but ſetting themſelves a 
gainſt him, tho he gives all Good Things unto them; Such, 
Pſal. 49. 12. let them be in what honour they will, the Scripture ſaith, art 
Pal. 49. 20. but like Beaſts that periſh , Man, any Man that is in honour, 
and underſtandeth not the fear of God, he 7s but like the Beaſts 
that periſh, Yet ſuch Beaſts are by many Eftzem'd as GODS, 
Acts 12. 22. It zs the Voice of a God, and not of a Man, ſaid a crowd of 
Flatterers once of ſuch a Great Beaſt, who was inſtantly eaten 
Rev. 13. 3,4 · up of Vermin; And who is able to make War with the Bea, 
ſays the whole World, that wonders after him , and worſhip 
Compare him as if he were a God ; this is ſpoke of the Antichriſtia 
Pal. 82. 1. Powers which the World Eſteems for Gods, tho' their mean 
with v.6, 7. Deaths frequently diſcover them to be of the baſeft of Men, 
and Dan. 4. 7 and the vileſt of the Sons of Men; and indeed the Higher any 
with Pſal. 12. are Exalted in Power, the more like Beaſts they are, if they rule 
8. not for God, ſo ſays a 8 and the wiſell of Men, As: 
Prov.28-15. 70aring Lyon, and ranging Bear, ſo is a wicked Ruler over tht 
People; Hence, in holy Writ, ſuch are compar'd to the moſt 
ravenous and miſchievous among Beaſts ; To convince all Men 
Daniel 4. whereof, God once turn'd to Graſs, the Greateſt of Monarchs, 
and there kept him like a Beaſt, till he was brought to acknow- 
ledge the Supremacy of God over all ' Tow all thoſe Powers. 
commonly call'd Croi/ or Secular, with ail their Adherents, wh: 
2 Pet. 2. 12, £orrupt themſelves in what they do know, and oppoſe that wiiicl 
is God which they #xow not, who are yet in a Natural State, 
and ger brought home unto God, all theſe come under the 
denomination of Brute Beaſts ; all which being oppoſite un- 
to the Intereſt of Chriſt, ſhall be overturn'd, whence it is 
again 
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(23) . 
gain ſaid in my Text, 1 will overturn, that is, I will over- 
turn the Beaſt. 

2dly. There yet reſts to be ſhown the other head of Antichriſt, 
and that is the falſe Prophet; a Head he is, but yet ſo abject, 
dirty and mean, that he is elſewhere call'd a Tai, the Prophet 
that ſpeaks lies (that is, the falſe Prophet) he is the Tail, he 
lags and drags after his Maſters, the Dragon and the Beaſt, and 
altho' he is advanc'd to be Head, and ſometimes lords it as 
much as either of them, and often over the Beaſt, yet ſo baſe 
and ſervile is he, that hee'l be a Tai, or any thing, to advance 
his own Ends! This Jalſe Prophet is not a Name of any particu- 
lar Man, as the Pope, Mahomet, or any other, tho* they be fal/e 
Prophets with a Vengeance; But it is a General Term for corrupt 
Eccleſiaſtical, commonly calPd religious, or ſpiritual Powers, with 
all that adhere to them; Hereby we are to underſtand, all fa!/c 
Churches, Church-Officers, and Church-Members, under what 
Form or Profeſſion ſoever; Let them be dignity'd or diſtinguiſh'r 
never ſo, if they are not according to the Word of God they 
are falſe ; all Pretenders then to Religion who are not truly re- 
ligious, eſpecially their Superintendents, Leaders and Guides, 
Theſe are to be 1 for, theſe are intended by the . 
Prophet ; Againſt theſe we are cautiom d very much in Holy 
Writ, for theſe are foretold that they ſhall abound in the Latter 


Ifaiah 9. 15. 


Day, as we ſee they do, inſomuch that they are Accounted as Matt. 24. 
GODS by their Followers; What One Micab ſaid of his Prieſt, 2 Pet. 2. 


Multitudes, Multitudes are now ready to ſay, if their falſe 
Prophets are like to be remov d, Te have taten away the Gods 
which I made, and the Prieſt, And what have I more? and do ye 


Prieſts, and obey their Voice more than. his who is the True 
God, and hence this falſe Prophet is ſaid to ſet in the Temple 


fay what aileth thee 2 How many, alas! do make Gods of their Judges: 8.24. 


of God, as God, yea to exalt himſelf above, and againſt God, , Then, 2. 


and ſo is honour'd by the moſt , who make the falſe Prophets 
that deceive them, too much their hope, a poor Hope God knows, 
as will be ſeen when the World ſhall be rid of this falſe Pro- 


per, who is to receive an overthrow, and hence it is ſaid che third 


time, I will overturn, that is, I will overturn the falſe Prophet. 


Thus I have briefly ſhown to you thoſe three who making up 


the Maſs of Antichriſt, are therefore to be overturn d; Do not 
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(24) 
miſtake, and think hereby to be meant only three Particulars 
theſe three Names ſtanding for all Antichriſt. = 

So, che Dragon is a ſingle Term for the Devil or all Diabolical 
Powers whatioever. | i 

The Beaſ? is a fingle Term for a/ antichriſtian Oppoſers 
Chriſt and his Intereſt, in what Poſt or Condition ſoever. 

The Falſe Prophet is a ſingle Term for a/l pretended Religion 
Perſons of what Party or Profeſſion ſocver, whoſe Hearts ant 
Ways are falſe, and not right with God according to his Word. 

Theſe three are the main Props, Supports and Pillars of tht 
Intereſt which is oppoſit to God and his Chriſt in all the World; 
wherefore theſe zhree muſt be overturrd, and becauſe each of 
theſe Powers ſhall receive a ſpecial overturn, therefore doth he 
ſay Thrice, J will overturn, overlurn, overturn it, that is, th: 
Power of Antichriſt as it is ſupported by this Dragon, Beaft and 
Falſe Prophet. 5 IRE. 

Hence in Scripture we read of a diſtin& overturning each 
of theſe ſhall receive, 

1. The Beaſt ſhall be overturn'd and caſt alive into a Lak: 
of Fire burning with Brimſtone : Into which | 

2. The Falſe Prophet alſo that deceiv'd the World with: 
ſhew of Religion, after his over:urn, ſhall be caſt : 

2. And here the Dragon, even the Devil, that old Deceiver, 
being overturn'd (hall be Confin'd with them; and all together 
ſhall be tormented night and day forever. 

Thus all theſe three Powers, Partys, Intereſts, or what elſe 
you can call them, whatſoever and whoſoever is Diabolical 
Beaſtial, or Hypocritical, all this, all theſe, ſhall be overturn'd, 
and tho theſe ſhall receive their overtur7s gradually, in each 
of the three laſt Woes, yet it will be ſo compleat in the end, 
that none of theſe ſhall be left to moleſt Mankind, but the 
Dragon, the Beaft, and the Falſe Prophet, and what and wholo 
ever is Diabolical, Beaſtial or Hypocritical, ſhall all be over. 
zurn'd when this Word is fulfill 'd, I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn it. | 

And thus have I given you a ſecond Reaſon why the Word 
Overturn is thrice us'd, to figure out the overturning of each 
of the three Pillars that ſupport the Kingdom of Antichriſt, 
which three are deſcrib'd by other Names in Holy Writ ; ſome 
of which I ſhall now rehearſe unto you, ? * 

e 


Rev. 19. 20. 


Rev. 20. 10. 
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We read of three places in which tize Bodys of the ſlain Rev. 11. 8. 


Witneſles of Jeſus Chriſt are to lie expos'd to Shame, that is, 
the faithful Confeſſors of his Name are to be malign'd, perſe- 
cuted and ridicul'd by three forts, whoſe Names are Egypt, 
and Sodom, and where our Lord alſo was Crucifyd, that is 
Jeruſalem: Now theſe three Names of Places (as the Text 
tells us) are tg be ſprritza/ly underſtood, and how? But of the 
Dragons power which is call'd Et as that place was a Dra- 
gon co devour the Church; Sodom no ſet for the Beaſts Authority 
as that was a mslt beaſtial place; and Jeruſalem (the City 
where our Lord wis Crucity'd) points out to the Falſe Pro- 
pher, it having been-a Net for that fort of Creatures, than 
whom the fairhful Witneſſes of Chriſt have no more malignant 
Enemys; ſo that, the oppoſition Chrilt's Servants ſhall receive 
from this threcfold power, the Diabolical, Beaſtial, and 
Hypocritical, 1s here {er out by the names of thoſe ihrer places 
which were always ſo Inveterate againſt Chriſt, and his 
Servants, Egypt, Sodom, and Feruſalem, which ſpiritually ſhall 
be as ſurely overturmd, as ever they were literally. 

The ſame thing is alſo intended by thoſe zhree Greek Letters 
(„ F, ) by which the Holy Spirit ſets forth the Number of 


the Beaſt, or the Quantity and Quality of thoſe Powers which Rev. 13. 13. 


ſupport the Antichriſtian Intereſt, by a ſuppreſſion of the 
faithful Servants of Chriſt; they are not (as I conceive) to be 
taken Arithmetically as by moſt they are underſtood, but Hiero- 
gliphically as it were, there being a myſtical or hidden meaning 
coucht under thoſe three Letters, each of them being ſer for a 
whole Word, of which they are the Initial Letters; ſo s ſtands 
for cla, Satan or the Dragon; g ſtands for Es,, a Stranger 
or Alien to God, by which the Beaſt is ſet out; and * ſtands 
for Neicia/ , by which is meant a counterfeit Chriſtian, or the 
Falſe Prophet. All which Diabolical, Beaſtly, and Hypocritical 
Powers work thro' Men, or are to be found among Men, 
whence they are ſaid to be he Number of a Man; that is, they 
are all to be numbred, or found among Men; and this I con- 
ceive to be the true way of finding out the Wiſdom coucht in 
that myſterious Account of Antichriſt, to which I ſhall but add, 
if this be not the only meaning of the place, I am ſure its a true 
Interpretation; for pur all * together, and theſe three 

| Greek 
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(26) 
Greek Letters | x, E, 6] are the Initials of his Name: There WO! 
is no Antichriſt but what is Setanical, Beaſtial, and Hypocritical, 


each of which is here to be ſpelt out, and ſhall meet with a _ 

final Overturn. 3 : mar] 

| Parallel unto theſe, is that other place in the Revelations, where Were 
Rev. 16. 19, the whole World is ſer out as one great City, and this is ſaid to be and. 
divided into three parts, which informs us, that all the Intereſt A 4 

of Antichriſt in ail the Earth, is Supported by theſe three Parts _ 

or Pariys, the Diabolical, Beaſtial, and Hypocritical; theſe three ofa 

make up that Great City, -call'd Babylon or Confufion, which Gen 
comprehends al! the Citys of the Earth, and is the name of the theſc 

whole Antichriſtian Intereſt that is to be deſftroy'd, by this Alle 
threefold Overturning. 1 a in 1. 
Agreeably whereto, the Apoſtle deſcribing the great Anti- the 


2 Theſſ. 2. chriſt of theſe laſt days, gives him (as I before hinted) three Beaf 
v. 8, denominations ; He calls him 5 A,, That wicked One] by 
which term we may well underſtand the Dragon, whoſe com- dette 
v. 3. mon Title that is in Gods word; 5 A + dueglia;, That they 
Man of Sin ] a Name moſt proper for the _ ; and falſe 

u 


RY 5 yG rb, That Son of Perdition|a Title well Suiting the ſo it 
| Falſe- Prophet, or Apoſtatis'd Profeſſors, ſuch as were Judas perſe 
Demas, &c. theſe three in Congreſs make up the whole myſtery the 7 
V. 7: of Iniquity, and all Antichriſt's Intereſt, which as we there read, Tl 
is to be overturn'd. | Polic 
Nor is-it improper to conceive, that the Apoſtle has ſome Ann 
reſpect unto theſe three, when ſpeaking of the Warfare Chri- 1 

y 


Eph. 6. 12. ſtians are ingag'd in, he ſays,zhat we wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and "Bah 
Blood, that is, we ingage not with Hoſts and Armys of meet 4 

Men, but againſt Principalitys] by which we _y underſtand WI 

thoſe high Princely Powers, that fell from their firſt ſtanding, Prop, 

the Dragon and his Angels; and againſt Powers |] which may ar 

intend thoſe. who have Power over the Bodys of the Saints in | 

this World, call'd the Beaſt and his Admirers; and againſt 7h: Rank 

" Rulers of the darkneſs of this World| and who keeps the old F 

World in darkneſs, like the 1 ? Such as call them- 

ſelves Spiritual Perſons,but are indeed Earthly, whom the Apo- 2 W; 


ſtle further deſcribes, as noted for Spiritual wickedneſs in hight 
High or Heavenly Places, that is, they are ſuch as pretend to be 


Spiritual, and to have High and Heavenly Places in the i 
| u 


(27) 
but they are guilty of Wickedneſs, eſpecially in keeping the 
World jn 1 : Theſe are 52 three againſt — 
ſtians now War, and which Chriſt will hereafter overturn. 

I might further decypher theſe zhree by alluding to a re- 
markable Story; when our Lord Jeſus was in the Wold, there 
were three forts of Enemys among men, who perſecuted him, 
and after his Aſcenſion his Intereſt ; of which three the bleſſed 
Apoſtles made complaint unto God, by name Specifying them 
thus, For of a truth (ſay they) againſt = Holy Child Feſus whom 
thou haſt Anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the A 
Gentiles, and the People of Iſrael were gathered together, now 
theſe things (as the Apoſtle in another Caſe faith) they are an 
Allegory,this Herod figures out the Dragon, whom he imitated 
in ſeeking to deſtroy the Lord Chriſt, that Man- child born in 
the World; Pontius Pilate with the Gentiles repreſent the 
Beaſt, whoſe Agent P:/ate was, being the Vice-regent there for 
the Roman Empire, the fourth and laſt Beaff : And who can 
better ſet forth the Fa//e-Propher than the People of Iſrael ? 
they being the only viſible profeſſors of true Religion with 
falſe hearts; ſo that to wind up this alluſion, as it hath been, 
ſo it is, this zbreefold Intereſt of Antichriſt is that which 
perſecutes Chriſt in his Members, and therefore muſt receive 
the threefold overturning threatn'd in the Text. 

The Apoſtle Fames ſetting forth the whole maſs of Wicked 
Policy, or of that Wiſdom which is zot from Above, but which 
influences all corrupt Councels below; he gives it a zbreefo/d 


denomination, it is Earthly, and Senſual, and Deviliſh, faith he, Iames 3. 15. 
d 


by which we are to underſtand, that all Contrivances an 

and Politick fetches againſt Godlineſs and the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
they all ſpring from an Earthiy Mind, by which the Falſe- 
Prophet may well be underſtood, for who mind Earthly things, 
or drive faſter after Earthly enjoyments than counterfeit Chri- 
ſtians, ſuch as pretend to be Religious (be they of higher or lower 
Rank) and yet want the power of Religion? All theſe (as an 
old Puritan once ſaid of a particular order of them) are a Gene- 
neration of the Earth, Earthiy; and doth not the Beaſt diſcover 
a Wiſdom that's Senſua/? the gratifying of Sence being the 
higheſt fetch, or Contrivance of moſt who bear ſway in 


the World; whom Pride, n Honour, Luſt, and _ 
| 2 n- 


1 John 2.1 


Mar. 13. 


(28) - 
Senſualitys carry away; There is alſo a Policy that's Devil;fh 
in which the Dragon is plainly to be ſeen, this comes „5 om and 
leads to Hell; and here is to be ſeen the whole of that Anti- 
chriſtian Policy or ſinful Wiſdom , that can be found in the 
Hearts and Lives of any in the World, all which is to be 
overturn'd. 


When the Apoſtle John would ſet down the Worlds Cargoe, 


4 All that it could boaſt of, he ſays ir Conſiſted of zhree parti. 


riculars, the Luſt of the Fleſh, and the Luft of the Eyes, and 
the Pride of Life ; which three have their riſe from theſe three 
Powers of Antichriſt, and theſe are their off. ſpring, which they 
propagate in all the Earth : Unto theſe zhree heads of Sin, may 
all the Corruptions ſtirring in the hearts of all Fleſh be reducd; 
and theſe zhree ſeem to be thus under the Conduct of Antichriſt; 
unto the Dragon may the Pride of Life be well aſcrib'd, Pride 
being the Cauſe of his Condemnarion ; The Beaſts part is the 
Luft of the Fleſh, and all that indulge this, ſhew under whoſe 
Banner they Fight; and the Luſt of the Eyes is that which 
belongs to the Ku/ſe-Propher, none more indulging a. finful itch 
of looking into what God hath hid, than thoſe who under a 
form of Godlineſs deny the porver thereof; ſo that we ſee 


even in theſe, moſt prevailing Vices (by which the firſt: Adam 
being tempted in Paradice fell, but the ſecond Adam tempted ' 


in a Wilderneſs overcame; we ſce here) the zhreefold power of 
Antichriſt, diſcovering its Self, which muft therefore be ober- 


turn d, that ſuch hurtful Evils which Sum up all the Sin of all 


Mankind, may no more be found in the World. 

1 might in order to a further diſcovery of this Myſtery of Anti. 
chriſt, tell you, that the Cauſe of ſo many Mens miſcarry ing in 
the World, and that where the Seed of the Word of God 
is ſown, it is owing to theſe three, who influence the Hearts-of 
Men ſo, as that they can bring forth no Fruit to Perfection; our 
Lord tells us there are three forts of Unprofitable Ground, into 
which let never ſo much of the good Seed of Gods word be 
caſt, it will turn to no Account; There is. Higb-way Ground, 
and. who is it makes. this unfruitful, like Satan, that Dragon, 
who picks up the Seed faſt as it falls, or treads it to nothing, 
by the multitude of Evil Suggeſtions, which he ſends crowding 
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(29) 
over the Heart, which on this account is well compat'd to the 
High-way ; The Stony Ground is unprotitable, and why? Bur 
becauſe the Beaſt or Senſual Thinęs lye fo heavy and hard on us, 
as to prevent the Seed of God's Word from taking ſuch deep. 
root within us, as that ir may bring forth Fruit to Life; and- 
does not the 1horny Ground prove as unſucceſsful > the falſe 
Prophet ſowing ſo many Suggeſtions as quite and clean choak 
the Seed of the Word; Theſe three Grounds then, which are 
deſcriptive of the Hearts of all that are not in the Intereſt of 
Chriſt, being thus made bare of Good Fruit by the Powers of 
Antichriſt, they muſt be turn d over, and burnt up, that there 
may be a Crop in the World for God. 

8 [ fhall conclude this Head , and ſhut up theſe Deſcriptions, 
and Illuſtrations of theſe Antichriſtian Enemys that are to be 
overturn'd, by alluding only to that zhreefo/d Compoſition of 
Antichriſt of, which we ſpeak in our Catechiſm, Money, Porv- 
er, and Policy; Theſe three may well be ſaid to take in all thoſe 
Perſons and Things which ſtand in the way of Chriſts Kingdom, 
and which therefore muſt be onerturn'd ; and theſe three are 
nearly ally'd unto thoſe three we nam'd at firſt as Heads of 
Antichriſt. 

Money is a chief Ingredient in the Compoſition. of the Anti- 
chriſtian Intereſt ; it is by this, they who oppoſe Chriſt and his 
Saints do their Feats, This therefore is call'd (as a Man would 
call the Devil himſelf) the Root of all Evil, and in many re- 


ſpects it might be made out ſo to be; This comes under the. 


Cognizance of the Dragon, or the Devil, and no wonder, ſince 
he cauſes this to be ſo much us'd againſt the Servants of Chriſt; 
of the pernicious Conſequence of this, the very Heathens were 
ſo ſenſible, that they made Plato ſtand both for the God of 
Riches, and of Hell, intimating by having but one God for both, 
the near Cognation between theſe; and our Lord ſays as much, 
when he calls Riches by the Name of Mammon, ſaying, we 
cannot ſerve both God and Mammon. 

Power is a Great Support of the Antichriſtian Intereſt , and 
this is much veſted in the Beaſt, God himſelf having ſuffer d 
him, tor ſuch a time, to have Power over the Bodies and Eſtates 
of his Servants to a-great degree. 

Policy 
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Policy is another Prop of the Antichriſtian Cauſe, unto which 
the falſe Prophet, or Corrupt Eccleſiaſticks have Exceedingly 
Contributed ; Upon this zhrce-/egg'd Stool (if I may ule 4 
homely Compariſon) does the whole of the Antichriſtian Inte. 
reſt fir, which when God ſhall ſtrike down, and turn over, ag 
ſhortly he will do, when he has accompliſh'd this zhreefold over. 
turning threatn'd in the Text, hen ſhall there be way made for 
that Kingdom of Chriſt, and his Saints, of which there is ſo 
much ſaid, both in the 0/d Teſtament, and in the New. 

Thus have I, in many Particulars, explain'd to you the /econ] 
meaning of the treble Repetition of the Word overturn : 
It is to make known to us that zhreefo/d Subject God will over. 
turn; there are three that Conſtitute Antichriſt, each of which 
he will overturn, and therefore he ſays, I will overturn, over. 
turn, overturn it, that is, All the Antichriſtian Intereſt, 
No, that what has been ſaid may be more obvious, and that 

we may ſee this threcfold Head and Body of Antichriſt which 
is ro be overturr'd in all its Deſcriptions given to us, I will 
here draw them up in the order _ have been nam'd, ſo that 
you may ſee them as in Line of Battel, at in the quality 
of conſtant Conquerors over the Saints, againſt whom they have 
of a long time prevaiPd, but as they ſhall be at laſt totally 
overturn d. 


A Lift of the Antichriſtian Forces which are 
Fe to be overthrown, 
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Here may we take a brief view of the chief Pillars which 
ſupport the Antichriſtian Intereſt, which when our Great San- 
ſon ſhall have overturr'd, as he will do in the Day of his Ven- 
geance, then ſhall they never more be ſet up unto the prejudice 
of his Intereſt, or People in the World. 


! 


2dly, 


this 8 


(31) 

zd ). I ſhould now have explain'd the third meaning of this 
treble threatning, Iwill overturn, overturn, overturn it, and have 
ſhown, how it hatha reſpect to the zhreefo/d Scourge by which 
God will overturn. | 2 

As he will overturn at three Seaſons, that is, in thoſe ſeve- 
ral Periods or Set-Stages of Time of which we have heard, 

And as he will overturn thoſe three Subjects, or grand Con- 
ſtituent Parts of Antichriſt which have been nam'd to us, 

So will he overturn by three Scourges, or ways and means 
which he hath prepar'd for this very End and Purpoſe: 

By which we are not to underſtand , as if he would uſe on- 
eng only at one of thofe Seaſons, or againſt one of thoſe 
Subjects; no, he will uſe. them all in Every Seaſon, and againſt 


Each Subject or Conſtituent part of Antichriſt, tho an may 
0 


be more ſeen at ſome times, or more directed againſt ſome parts 


of Antichriſt, than others. 

What theſe three Scourges are, the Names and Nature of 
them, together with their z/e, I have not time Now to diſcover 
to you; leaſt of all to Explain the remaining part of the Text, 
and therefore I ſhall here abruptly (that I detain you not too 
long, and ſo make a Fat of a Thankſzrving-Day, I ſay I ſhall 
here abruptly) break off, Referring what reſts to be ſaid, to a- 
nother Seaſon, when I hope to diſcourſe theſe Things unto our 
Information and Edification. At preſent I ſhall only make a 
brief Application of what has been ſaid, and Conclude. 

We have heard what God is doing, and yet further about to 
do; He hath begun., and he will not altogether withdraw his - 
Hand till he hath made an End of All the Power of Antichriſt, 
He will not ceaſe until he hath overturn'd, overturn'd, 
overturn'd it ; What then reſts on our part to be done, but to 


be pre par d to meet him in the way of thoſe Judgments be is Amos 4. 12. 
bringing on all the Earth, and upon what and whoſoever therein 


reſiſts his Will, and refuſes Obedience to his Word; How we 
ſhall be thus getting ready, I ſhall, God willing, in the c/o/e of 
this Subject, ſet out to you as lam able; at this time let it 
ſuffice that I mention that ſe which is moſt ſuitable to this 
Day, and the Occafion of our preſent Aſſembling, 

God hath been pleaſed to cauſe us to /ee ſome, and hear 


more of the Overturnings Which are now in the World, _ 
then 


„„ 3 

then is our preſent Duty? But to give thanks to his Great 
Name, for any ſuch app-arances as ſeem to forebode the de- 
I ſtruction of Antichriſt, and the Exaltation of the Kingdom of 
11 * Chriſt; Let us rejoyce in all the overturnings, Greater ot 
| Leſſer, which God gives to his Enemys ; When He makes bis 
Arrows drunk with Blood, (and his Sword devours Fleſh) with 


Du. 32. 42. % Blood of the Slain, and of the Captroes, even from the 
Beginning of Revenges uponthe Enemy (when they are but begun.) 

Ihen, ſays God, Rejoyce O ye Nations with his People, for 

* that is a Time of Joy to the bottle of God, in whoſe Joy the 


Nations alſo ſhould Rejoyce, becauſe God till avenge the 

Blood of his Servants, and will render Vengance to his Adver. 

farys, and will be Merciful unto his Land, and to his People. 

The overturning of the Enemys of Godlineſs is matter of 

Joy tothe Sainrs; The Righteous ſhall rejoyce (ſays the Plalmift) 

Pla. 58. 10. when be ſees Vengance Executed upon them; It is on this 

account, the Land is this day Expreſſing their Joy; The 

whole Nation is now appointed to give Thanks unto God for 

the Overthrow lately given by the Forces of his Nation, under 

the Conduct of their Heroick General, unto thoſe Inveterate 

Enemys of our Country and Religion, The French. And ſurely 

if Joy is felt in us, and Praiſe is ſung to God for this Defeat 

on one part or Joynt of the Antichriſtian Force, what Gladnels 

will be conceived, what Gratitude will be expreſt, toben 

there ſhall be an overturning of A//the Antichriſtian powers in 

the World? Then will that Command be put in Practice 

Rejoyce over her, thou Heaven, and ye Holy Apoſtles ani 

Prophets, for God hath Avenged you on Her; and then will 

Ch. 19.1,2,3. that Epiai don or Song of Praiſe be Sung, Allelujab, Salvation 

and Glory, and Honour be unto the Lord our God, for True ani 

Righteous are his Fudgments, for be hath Fudged: the great 

132 IW bore, which did Corrupt the Earth with ber Fornication, and 

wy * hath avenged the Blood of his Servants at ber hand, and again 

1 they ſaid Allelujab! which Glorious Things and Foyful Days 
the Lord haſten in his due Time, Amen, and Amen, 


. 
. 


Rev. 18. 22. 


